Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research by Noakes, Richard
Contributions to Dictionary of Nineteenth-Century Journalism 
 
Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research 
Published by Trübner and Co. [1882–1889] and Kegan Paul, Trench, Trübner & Co, 
[1890–1902].  Quarterly parts: wrapper; 20–500 pp. text (variable), illustrated.  Bound 
volumes, which comprised up to four parts and which spanned up to two calendar years, 
included an index. 
The Society for Psychical Research (SPR) was founded in February 1882 and quickly 
established itself as the most intellectually respectable face of the growing interest in 
mesmerism, apparitions, spiritualism, multiple personality, and other ‘psychical’ 
phenomena.  The Proceedings was the principal forum for SPR members’ researches, and 
also featured the SPR presidents’ addresses, book reviews, and lists of members.  
Research papers were often illustrated with, for example, diagrams of telepathically 
transferred pictures and reproductions of spirit photographs.  It was an expensive 
purchase (from 2s 6d to 7s) and was typically aimed at the same bourgeois and 
aristocratic individuals who dominated the society’s membership.  Until the early 1900s, 
it was largely edited by, and filled with the researches of F. W. H. Myers, Henry 
Sidgwick, Edmund Gurney and other members of a small coterie of distinguished 
intellectuals who effectively ran the SPR.  It presented the society’s most formidable 
arguments for the existence of ‘telepathy’, the survival of the soul following bodily death, 
and the existence of the ‘subliminal self’, and featured more controversial investigations 
into the physical phenomena of spiritualism and Theosophy.  From 1884, the SPR issued 
a sister periodical, the Journal, which was issued privately to members and allowed more 
controversial researches and views to be presented. 
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